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Dear Member: 


HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 76 TO CREATE A POST-WAR ECONOMIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
reported on in our last bulletin, is one of two resolutions on the subject intro- 
duced by Congressman Jerry Voorhis of California. The other proposed resolution 
is House Joint Resolution 59. Both of these proposed measures have been supplante 
ed by House Joint Resolution 291, which embodies the principal features of each. 


Under the terms of. House Joint Resolution 291, the proposed “ *toral Commis~ 
sion for Post-War Reconstruction would be composed of thirty-four members as fol- 
lows: Five members from the Senate, five from the House of Representatives, three 
from the Executive branch of the federal government, three from farm organizations, 
three from labor organizations, three from organizations of business and industry, 
one from organizations of banking and financial institutions, three from church 
organizations, one from public health and welfare associations, one economist, and 
one industrial engineer, 


We reproduce below the committee report on House Joint Resolution 291. 


(77th Cong., 2d sess., Rept. No. 1960] jand breadth of this country which will be a 
The Committee on Labor, to whom was!|Nor can America expect to assume the world |spirit not of demanding for one’s self or one’s 
referred the joint resolution (H. J. Res. 291) \teadership for lasting peace, which must be/own group, but of a willingness to give and 
to establish the National Commission for/ners, unless her own economic system is|take until a definite and specific answer to 
Post-War Reconstruction, having considered functioning well and her people and indus-|the economic problem of America, in peace- 
the same, report favorably thereon without tries are fully employed at the time the|time, has been found. ; 
amendment aLd recommend that the joint |peace is being made. These are the reasons} The war of 1917-18 was followed by mass 
resolution do pass. jwhy, next only to the provisions of the sinews| Unemployment, due to the disiocation of 
It is the feeling of your committee thatlo¢ the war itself, the first duty of the Con-|many thousands of workers engaged in de- 
studies should be made and plans formulated lgress is to initiate now the work of prepar-/fense industries. This resulted in a very seri- 
now to offset the mass unemployment, which ing to meet the problems which will confront|ous economic situation. It is felt that this 
may rightfully be expected to confront ourjis when peace returns. There is not thejis the time to prepare for the inevitable re- 
Nation at the conclusion of our national de-|slichtest doubt but that those problems can|adjustment that must follow this war. A 
fense program, and for the achievement and |pe met if we have the courage and the vision/smooth transition will eliminate a serious 
maintenance of a just and equitable rela-/snq understanding to meet them. But it|post-war depression, and will maintain the 
tionship as to wages between agriculture and|is not only Congress that must take responsi-|health and morale of our people. 
industry, to the end that free enterprise may|pjlity for this matter. So must every impor-| Many Government departments and private 
be preserved. ; ltant economic group in our whole country.jenterprises are now making studies to this 
It is our manifest duty to do all things |The solution of this problem is the responsi-jend. The proposed commission would be a 
necessary to assure to the men in our armed/pjlity of our churches, of lebor, of industry, |sorely needed coordinating agency in the 
forces that when they return from this con-/of agriculture, of our schools and colleges, and |Government. It is felt that the membership 
flict they will find here good jobs awaiting|of our people who have found a way to dolis large enough and broad enough to assure 
them and substantial solid hope for a better|pusiness om -cooperative principles. ‘There|the diversity in the Commission which is 
future than they have ever known before.|must be a spirit spread throughout the length| thought desirable. : 


THE POST-WAR USE OF LIGHT METALS AND PLASTICS was cited by Assistant Attorney 
General Thurman W. Arnold as the means to more abundant housing, cheaper transpor-= 
tation, lighter and stronger airplanes, and more efficient fuels, in a recent ad- 
dress to the annual convention of Kiwanis International. "There never was greater 
reason to believe", he said, "that the war will end our years of depression". A 
nation that fears production and regards it only as a step toward a new depression 
“enters the race for production dragging a ball and chain." 
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ARE AMFRICAN CITIES CONSCIOUSLY PREPARING FOR POST-WAR REBUILDING? The answer 
is "yes, with varying degrees of effectiveness," according to a recent survey con= 
ducted by the National Association of Real Estate Boards. Returns from this sup= 
plement to NAREB's thirty-ninth semi-annual survey indicate that there is already a 
movement for post-war replanning in eighty-eight American cities; in 51 per cent of 
the cities having a population of 200,000 or more. 


A special committee appointed by the Mayor of Cleveland has been assigned to 
the subject. A similar committee is in operation in Port Huron, Michigan. Special 
activity on the part of official plan commissions, looking to the post-war era, is 
reported in Buffalo, Corpus Christi, Kansas City (Mo.), New Haven, Quincy, San Fran- 
cisco, Stockton, and Toledo. Harrisburg reports that the City Plan Commission is 
now preparing recommendations. 


A dissonant.note is struck by comments from a minority of the cities: “poorly 
organized and spasmodic .. . rather indefinite . .. nothing to date ... . poor 
support of plan commission by city council . . . community is apathetic." 


CHICAGO'S CORPORATION COUNSEL, MR. BARNET HODES, LONG AN ADVOCATE OF ADEQUATE 


LEGAL STRUCTURE FOR OUR CITIES, suggests that the role to be played by the city in 
post-war rebuilding will require basic readjustment in the legal position of the 
municipality, in a recent issue of "The American Municipal Law Review". Could it 
not be," asks Mr. Hodes, "that, in view of the national emergency, cities may look 
to the federal government, to the nation itself, and the necessity for preserving 
the nation, for power which the states have denied to them? In view of the new 
kind of relationships which the cities have and are developing with the central 
government, can it not be that some new source of municipal power may be extracted 


from that relationship itself?" 


PROPOSALS TO ENCOURAGES LAND DEVELOPERS AND HOME BUILDERS IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
OAKLAND'S HILL AREA are presented in a report recently issued by the Citizens' Con- 
mittee on Residential Development of Oakland, headed by Mr. F. D. Courneen, Realtor 
and Property Appraiser of Oakland. In order to bring these available undeveloped 
areas into productive uses at a cost commensurate with low priced housing needs, the 
committee recommends: 


1. A direct subsidy by the City of the differential in cost necessitated by 
present requirements and the desired objective of $500 per site, after due allow- 
ance for additional cost of construction necessitated by topography. This subsidy 
does not necessarily have to be in the way of a direct grant, but may be accomp- 
lished by the City undertaking to install, at its own expense, certain improvements 
such as sanitary sewers, storm sewers, storm drains, catch basins and other instal- 
lations. 


2. The establishment of a mne to include the hill area proverties and to be 
known as a "Suburban Zone". A revision of the existing requirements downward to the 
absolute minimum of an 18-foot roadway, without curbs or gutters or berms, installed 
in accordance with the specifications contained in the report. Coupled with this, 
the City would undertake to extend main outfall sewer facilities to this area, at 
its own expense, to prevent the extension of sewer facilities from becoming a charge 
against the proverties and, in turn, against the subdivider. This action is justi- 


D 
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fied on the premise that the increased assessed valuation, and accordingly increased 

tax revenue, would, over a period of years, amortize the investment required of the 

City and, at the same time, provide for increased maintenance expenses necessitated 

by the absolute minimum of standards. ' ea 


3. The formulation of a plan for presentation to property owners in the area 
for development of the district under appropriate street improvement laws. 


We reproduce below one of the drawings from the report which provides an inter- 
esting illustration of street design and lot arrangement based on land contours, 
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URBAN RECENTRALIZATION MAY BE A BY-PRODUCT OF A RECENT ORDER OF THE OFFICE OF 
DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION which brings inter-city bus operation throughout the United 
States under wartime regulations as of July 1. The order cancels all express ser- 
vice; discontinues routes to places of amusement; discontinues existing schedules 
which do not come up to certain efficiency standards as determined by the average 
load, and calls on bus companies to pool their services over competitive routes. 
Inter-city service, under the order, includes routes operating outside of a fifteen 
mile limit of e city and round-trip schedules on which the average fare is more 
than 35 cents. Schedules operated primarily for the transportation of workers to 

. and from their jobs and buses serving military and naval establishments are exempt- 
> ( ed from the order. . 
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A FUTURE LADY GODIVA MAY TAKE HER SOLITARY RIDE THROUGH COVENTRY STRESTS OF 
PREFABRICATED HOUSES. Urban Land Institute Trustee William H. Bosley, of Toronto, 
has received a request from Mr. Donald E. E. Gibson, City Architect of Coventry, for. 
particulars concerning the type, size, orientation, heating arrangements, and venti-~ 
lation of prefabricated houses. Mr. Gibson states that the present work of Coventry's 
Architectural Department is of an experimental character, which is seeking to find a 
solution in prefabricated houses that can meet the standard of the English house. 


ZONING TO REQUIRE THE REMOVAL OF EXISTING NON-CONFORMING USES -- time zoning, 
positive zoning, or retroactive zoning, as it is variously termed -- has been given 
additional impetus in a recent enactment of the General Assembly of Virginia. House 
Bill Number 201, which amends a Virginia Act of 1926, specifically provides that: 


"Reasonable regulations may be adopted by councils or other govern- 


e6limination of uses of land and buildings that do not conform to 
such (zoning) regulations and restrictions." D 


A provision in an ordinance of the City of Cleveland which requires the removal 
of unenclosed junk yards and auto dismantling yards from all land not within a first 
or second industrial district within eighteen months after the effective date of the 
ordinance (December 30, 1937) was recently contested. This provision in the Cleve- 
land ordinance was sustained by the Ohio Court of Appeals in April of this year. 
(Other instances of the use of this principle were reported on in News Bulletin No. ? 
July 21, 1941) 


EXCESS CONDEMNATION AS AN EFFECTIVE TOOL IN CITY REBUILDING is illustrated in a 
report on the Rehabilitation Plan of Ocean Bluff in Marshfield, Massachusetts, issued 
by the Massachusetts State Planning Board. 


The community of Ocean Bluff was completely destroyed by fire on April 21, 1941. 
A committee of Selectmen, assisted in technical work by federal and steiec agencies, 
prepared arehabilitation plan, including a new street plan, amendments to the old 
zoning regulations, subdivision control, new building laws, and a plan for rearrange- 
ment of lots. ; 


The town of Marshfield was authorized in a special enabling act to incur an 
indebtedness of $160,000 for acquiring land and improving the area, with authority 
to take land adjacent to new streets by excess condemnation, to replat lots, and to 
reconvey properties to privete owners with or without suitable restrictions. 


On August 15, 1941, the voters of Marshfield unanimously accepted the proposals 
of the Rehabilitation Committee -- an interesting example of adoption of a practical 
plan by referendum. By February lst, approximately 26 acres had been acquired, clear= 
ed, filled, and graded. New streets have been installed, and lots have been replatted. 
In the reconveyance of properties, preference is givem to the original owners with 
price restrictions on the dwellings to be constructed. Private rebuilding activity 
in areas which were not acquired by excess condemnation is proceeding in conformity 
to the new zoning and building regulations. 


-Sincerely yours, 


CAE BR 


Director 





